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Pre- Kindergarten Handbook

Children are miracles...
we must make it our job to create, with reverence and gratitude,
a space that /s worthy of a miracle.




Dear Parents

Wel come to Our Ladydés Assumption School communi ty. We t
both happy and rewarding. The time your child will spend in primary education is a most significant period in
your child's life and in the life of you  r family.

We recognise the unique contribution made by parents to the life of the school and to the learning of the
children. Education today demands parents are seen as partners and active contributors in the task of enabling
children to reach their fu Il potential. When p arish, home and school share a common vision and work together
there is likelihood of achieving success.

OQur Ladyds Assumption School is a community of faith, w
work together in a spir it of Christian cooperation. Their primary goal is to assist in the spiritual, academic,
physical and emotional growth of each child.

Our mission is to proclaim and witness the Gospel in a Catholic environment. We aim to integrate these values

intotheentire curriculum and |ife of the school . Our school
what is truly 1important t o us aOwr 6QLu rvThdn jslopd@facus s 2Lrmst i or
&hallenging each other to seek tfruth and justice f or al |, especially the most wvuln

The learning programme we offer at our school attempts to address the needs of all students and aims to
provide the broadest range of educational experiences so that every person can enjoy achievement and
success.

At Our Ladyo6s Assumption School we cel ebrate the relati
community and recognise the contribution made by all groups. The staff members of Our Ladyods Ass
School make every effort to keep abreas t of educational developments and to integrate the best of the new

with true educational values.

P

David Barra s
Principal




WHAT IS PRE - KINDERGARTEN?

Pre-Kindergarten is an educational program for children aged from three years. The Early Years
Learning Framework is a national ear |y | earning framework i mpl ement
School. It ensures that your child has the opportunity for a quality education program in an early

childhood setting. The spiritu al, social, emotional , language, intellectual, creati ve and physical skills

of each child are attended to. The t eachértdgeataa oaring, safe and stimulating
environment that will nurture your c¢hil dbnseanthg abquto s i t
the world.
PROGRAM
We aim to:

T provide the families of Our Ladyods Assumption Sc

for three year olds.
1 celebrate childhood by providing a developmentally appropriate program that values the

uni queness of each child and respects the i mport
f build upon the school 6s sense of community.
9 value family by meeting their changing needs.
I maintain a high staff/ student r ati o in order to maximise each ¢

development and potential to learn.

Play and Learning

The Pre-Kindergarten program is play based. Play promotes learning for the whole child and
significantly influences chil drends spiritual, S0C
physical growth. Children learn through play because play:

1 is a natural and spontaneous activity for a child.
T all ows for childrents differences and encourages
9 encourages children to learn through trial and error and experimentation.
9 provides teachers with the opportunity to observe and assess individual progress in an
informal learning environment.

The Pre-Ki nder garten program is developmentally approp
devel opment al needs ar edOmetthe Tleamarhreirmrsg Oy aplf @hni ng
based on their observations and conversations with the children. Teachers stimulate and support

chil drends | earning by challenging their hypothesi:
refle ction and asking children to elaborate  on their understandings. They also make predictions about

wher e t he chil drenos i nterest ma y | ead t hem, what
interests may be expressed and what knowledge is needed to extend  their thinking.
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The Pre-Kindergarten program will place special emphasis on:

9 skills (social, emotional, language, cognitive, creative and
physical)

f ormation of friendships

childrends interests

creative expression

sensory experiences

experimentation
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WHO MAY ATTEND

The program will be offered to children who will have turned THREE . Education Act Regulation
prevent us from taking children  unti/ they have turned three years of age . Please note that enrolment
at the OLA Pre -Kindergarten p rogram does not guarantee a place in the Four Year Old Kindergarten
Program. Normal enrolment procedures will apply for Kindergarten. For further enrolment
information please contact the school office.

ADMINISTRATION
The Pre-Kindergarten operates on Thursday and Friday. Children attend two half -day sessions per

week, one morning and one afternoon. The sessions are two and a half hours long . Parents are
required to sign in their child before each session. Parentsmust check the chi |hblesen 6
before and after each session. Parents are to pick children up from the Pre - Kindergarten room

ontime. Children not picked up on time often become distressed and worried .

SESSION TIMES

The classes will consist of two sessions (2.5 hours). Parents may like to stay during the first week as

a way of helping your child settle into the Pre  -Kindergarten E nvironment. In Week One the sessions
will only go for 1.5 hours as a way of easing the children into the class routine and program. Regular
sessions will begin in Week Two . Classes will begin on Thursday 4 February.

Group: Pre- Kindergarten G Group: Pre- Kindergarten M
Thursday 8.45am - 11.1%mm Thursday 12.30pm - 3.00pm
Friday 12.30pm & 3.00pm Friday 8.45am d1l.15am
EDUCATORS

The program will operate with a qualified Early Childhood Teacher and a Teacher Assistant.

199.0107¢ gotse

S g
gy su~@od

B R L LT PO
'fv‘ ® ™ @ >




IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT PRE - KINDERGARTEN

Responsible freedom is encouraged through the development of self -confidence, self-reliance and
self -regulation in a safe and secure democratic setting where children have clearly defined limits.

The children will be involved in the setting of these limits and they will be enf orced consistently and
fairly. The role of the Pre -Kindergarten teacher is to encourage positive behaviour and interactions
through positive reinforcement.

The following mottos are reinforced to protect the safety and well -being of every child. You may like
to reinforce these at home as well:
We have gentle and helping hands

We have listening ears
We have walking feet inside the class
We believe i n a <chil dos right to talk about t hei
acceptance. We wi |1 respect and c o behaviour. Childrentwillbed r e

given verbal reminders of appropriate behaviours and if necessary will be given assistance to
appropriately assert themselves to others. On a daily basis appropriate behaviours are demonstrated
and acknowledged by the teachers .

REQUIREMENTS FOR EACH SESSION
91 Allitems brought to Pre -Kindergarten must be labelled.
1 A piece of fruit or vegetables for morning/afternoon tea only. This should be placed in a

lunch box with some sort of cooling device.

1 Adrink bottle (filled with water only). No juice or cordial.

A hat for outdoor play (will always be worn)

1 A bag to keep belongings in, eg backpack. Please include a spare set of clothes (seasonally
appropriate) for emergencies.

9 If your child is not yet fully toilettrainedthey must wear &®.PulParUgprst s ar e
extra pair of oPull Ups6 to each session.

9 Parents are required to apply sunscreen to their child before coming to school.

=

Please be aware that many children are allergic to nut products. It would be appreciated if foods
containing nuts or traces of nuts are not brought to Pre - Kindergarten.
CLOTHING

Parents please ensure that all items belonging to your child are  clearly labelled .
Children should attend Pre -Kindergarten wearing clothes which are weather
appropriate, comfortable and that you do not mind getting wet, painted or
glued. We do use aprons and every precaution will be taken to protect your
childés clothing.

SETTLING IN

One of the first things a Pre -Kindergarten child needs to learn is how to be away from his/her
parents or primary caregiver. This may take some time for some children. It is very important that

each child feels happy and comfortable in the Pre -Kindergarten environment. Our Pre-Kindergarten
staff work closely with parents/caregivers to ensure that your child is given the best chance to
settle in at their own pace.



BIRTHDAYS

Birthdays are a very special time in the lives of young children. To celebrat e your cthday dos
you may like to bring cup cakes, biscuits or something similar for each child in the class to be served

at morning/afternoon tea

SICKNESS

If your child is unwell please do not send them to Pre  -Kindergarten. Coughs, colds and flu can spread
very quickly in an Early Childhood environment. Please let us know if your child has an infectious
disease such as chicken pox or measles etc so other parents can be notified.

MEDICATION

All medication coming into school must be accompanied with written instruction from the
parent/guardian on a school medicati on form. Children may not self -administer medication or store
medication in their bags. Medication is to be given to the teacher with the medication form and will

be stored in the medicine cabinet or fridge. For long term administering of medication, approval
must be obtained from the school office.

ALLERGIES
Please let the school office and class teacher know of any allergies or medical problems so that an
action plan fo r your child may be put into place if necessary.

CHANGE OF DETAILS
Please notify the school immediately of any change of address , phone number or email of yourself or
your alternative contact. A 6Change of Detailsd for

PARENT/TEACHER INTER VIEWS

Teachers are always available for a quick chat before or after class time for parents to share
information with us. However if you need a longer meeting we will make an appointment at a mutually
convenient time.

PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE

Parents have a lot of valuable information about their child that can help us in our planning. We would
appreciate it if you could fill in the Pa  rent Questionnaire and forward it to the teacher in the first
week you attend Pre -Kindergarten. Information and views provided to us by you are confidential.
Many thanks for your co -operation.



BELONGING, BEING
& BECOMING

The Early Years Learning
Framework for Australia

EARLY YEARS LEARNING FRAMEWORK

A new, national early learning framework for children from birth to five years

WHAT ISTHIS PLAY IS LEARNING
N EW L EA R N | N G Play is very important for children.
F RAM EWO RK ABO UT? Through play babies and young children

explore and learn to understand the
world around them as they come to

We have developed the Early Years Learning ) ) e
communicate, discover, imagine and create.

Framework to ensure your child receives

quality education programs in their early When children play they are showing
childhood setting. This is a vital time for what they have learned and what they
them to learn and develop_ are tr')’lng to understand. This is wh)'
“ . . 4
I want m)' Ch |Id The Framework’s vision is for all children play-:one of the.foundatlons of tne
to have lots of to experience play-based learning that is Esriy .Years .Learmng REAI e .
engaging and builds success for life. By using this Framework educators will

s e PR It is a guide for early childhood educators who gukdeyourchilds play brespelully:desizning

M ?” . P B . .
for creative play work with children from birth to five years. learning activities and stimulating indoor

g " s i Vi .
They will use the Framework in partnership s Reler bl bR

with families, children’s first and most influential

educators, to develop learning programs

responsive to children’s ideas, interests, R E I—ATI O N S H I PS
strengths and abilities, and recognise that AR E K EY

children learn through their play.

The Early Years Learning Framework It is well known that children learn best when
describes childhood as a time of befonging, they have secure relationships with caring
being and becoming. adults.When children from a very early age

- Belonging is the basis for living a fulfilling develop trusting relationships they feel more

life. Children feel they belong because of
the relationships they have with their family,  In early childhood settings, when children
community, culture and place. feel emotionally secure they learn through
play to develop the skills and understandings
they need to interact positively with others
and gradually learn to take responsibility.

confident and able to explore and learn.

+ Being is about living here and now.
Childhood is a special time in life and
children need time to just ‘be’—time to play,
try new things and have fun.

+ Becoming is about the learning and
development that young children
experience. Children start to form their
sense of identity from an early age, which
shapes the type of adult they will become.
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“The learning
outcomes are
positive and help
me to think about
how my child is
progressing”

HOW WILL IT WORK!?

Educators will use this new Framework in a
range of early childhood settings, including
long day care, preschools and family day
care to ensure that your child receives a
high quality experience. It has been created
and trialled by experienced early childhood
educators, academics, parents and carers.

The Framework focuses on your child’s
learning. Educators will work with you in
order to get to know your child well. They
will create a learning program that builds on
your child’s interests and abilities, and keep
you in touch with your child’s progress.

Through the Framework’s five learning goals
educators will assist your child to develop:

+ astrong sense of their identity
+ connections with their world
+ astrong sense of wellbeing

+ confidence and involvement
in their learning; and

+ effective communication skills.

“The Framework helps
me to understand how
skilled the staff at my
centre are and what a
great support they are
to me and my family”

FIND OUT MORE

WATCHING YOUR
CHILD’S PROGRESS

Using the Early Years Learning Framework
educators will observe your child’s learning
so they can build on it and plan the next
steps. They will do this by listening,
watching and talking to your child.

They will keep in touch with you regularly
to discuss your child’s progress. They

may use photos or keep a folder of your
child’s work to show what your child is
learning, how they are developing and
what particular learning interests them.

Before your child starts school educators
will prepare information about your child’s
learning and development to share with
their new teacher. This will help ensure that
your child’s new school is well prepared

to continue your child’s learning.

WORKING
TOGETHER

By working together parents and educators
can enhance a child’s learning and wellbeing.

As the most important person in your child’s
life you can make a difference by talking
regularly with your child’s early childhood
educator and asking about their learning.

Information you provide allows educators
to link your child’s experiences at home
with the time they spend together

in the early childhood setting.

This booklet’is an introduction to the Early Years Learning Framework:

To find out ‘more ot to-access thansiations visit

www.deewr.govaulearlychildhood or askyour child’s edrly childhood educator.

Prodiced by theAustralian Govemment Department of Education, Employment
and Workplade Relations for the Coundil of Adstratian Governments.




CURRICULUM & THE EARLY YEARS LEARNING FRAMEWORK
Our program covers all the learning domains within the EARLY YEARS LEARNING FRAMWORK.

Key to the Framework is the view of childrends |ive
BECOMING.

Even prior to birth, children are connected to family, community, culture and place. i

Their earliest development and learning takes place through these relationships , '
particularly within the family. It is t y
influential educators. As a child participates in everyday life, they develop interests

and construct their own identities and understandings of the world.

Chil drends | earning is socially and cul th o]

cognitive, physical, aesthetic, spiritual and moral learning and devel opment are highly V4
interdependent and influenced by

home

school

different carers

t he wider community in which they live

t he way in which the different parts of their world interact
Social competence and emotional well -b e i n g are centr al atiorml |c 0
achievements. They develop social competence through stable, caring and responsive
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relationships with adults. These relationships form the foundation for early childhood learning.

Research from neuroscience, psychology, education, human develo pment and sociology supports the
understanding that what happens to children in their early years is critical to their lifelong learning
and health.

BELONGING : Your child will learn where and with whom they belong, including family and cultural

groups, giving them as sense of who they are.

BEING: Your child will have the opportunity t o ébed in the present and to
future. Childhood i s a time to O6bed, to seek and make meanin
BECOMING: Your child will learn and grow through many different experiences. They are shaping

their identity, knowledge, understanding, skills and relationships.




DAILY SCHEDULE

The daily schedule allows the opportunity to engage in both inside and outside play with varied
educational resources. Indoor play is centr ed around play based learning centre s as outlined above.
Outdoor play focuses on play based learning similar to indoor learning centers and allows more scope
for gross motor play skills such as running, climbing and balancing. Our timetable is designed to be
similar to, but not the same as our 4 year old Kindergarten Program. We do this by providing chi Idren
with a wide choice of activities

Craft activities

Play dough

Construction toys (includes block play)
Dramatic play

Puzzles

Books

Outdoor play

Mat time
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Pick up time

At the end of the Pre -Kindergarten session, the children will be dismissed to a parent or other
authorised carer. If your child is to be collected by someone other than their parent, the name of
the person collecting your child must be recorded and givent o the teacher. If this is to be a regular
occurrence please write a letter  or email to this effect and date and sign it and give it to the
teacher. A phone call from a parent to advise of an alternate person collecting their child is fine. It

is very impor tant that you are prompt in picking up your child to avoid unnecessary anxiety.

CONFIDENTIALITY

Confidentiality is essential. Please DO NOT discuss other children with parents, friends or staff.
Comparisons and comments can lead to problems for all.  Children learn at different rates and
develop differently as well. Some learn and develop faster than others and some require different
strategies and support. There is no Odone size
special and should be respected as individuals.
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